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In the United States Patent and Trademark Office 



REIVED 

JUN 2 9 2004 



Application Number: 10/680;277 
Application Filed: October?, 2003 
Applicant: Nathaniel Tue Tian 

Application Title! Radioactive multiplexing analytical methods 

In response to attached dismissal response to original petition to make special 




Request for reconsideration of petition to make special 



Sir 



The above mentiotxed application comprises a novel application of the invention 
for identifying aberrant DN A methylation as outlined in Example 4 on page 23 of the 
Specification. Aberrant DNA methylation of CpG islands in regulatory regions of 
genomic DNA has been accepted to be a common feature and early event in human 
cancers, and it is considered that tumor-type specific pattern of DNA methylation exist in 
cancer and is recognized as a halln>ark of human cancer. Precise analysis and detection 
of this phenomenon in target samples can lead to earlier-detection, monitoring, staging 
and classification of human cancers and will be employed to personalized treatment. 

Example 5 on page 24 describes how the underlying technology can be u&cd to 
make a point-of-care diagnostic system that can aid in early detection of cancer as well as 
infection with biological warfare agents. Today, most cancers can be fully treated if 
detected early: Unfortunately, most existing cancer detection methods are highly 
invasive and most can only detect late stage cancers. A non-invasive or minimally 
invasive blood test capable of early detection of cancers as enable by the technologies 
outlined in this invention can make a difference in the fight against cancer. 

The anti-terrorism utility of this invention has to do with providing a better 
diagnostic that can tell the difference between infections caused by a biological warfare 
agent versus a common pathogen. Anthrax spores were used following the September 
1 1, 2001 terrorist attack has shown that we are vulnerable because there is no early 
diagnostic that can tcU the difference between B. anthracis infection versus the common 
flu until it is too late too treat. After a few misses resulting loss of Several lives; the only 
way left is to put all suspected patients on antibiotics right away just in case. The 
inventor believes that this invention will significantly contribute to future development of 
diagnostics that can detect and diagnose bio-warfare symptoms at treatable stage. 

Applicant hereby requests that the examiner reconsider the petition to make this 
application special. 

Respectfully, 





Nathaniel Tran 
Applicant Pro Se 
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: PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL 



NATHANIEL TUE TRAN 
3205 ASPEN GROVE 
IRVINE CA 92618 

In re Application of 
Nathamel Tue TraiL 
Serial No : 10/680,277 : 
Filed: October 7, 2003 . . 

Attorney Docket No.: 

This is in response to applicant's petition filed May 1 1, 2004, to make the above-identified 
application special under the provisions of 37 CFR Li02(d). 

Applicant requests special sUtus based on the invention relating to HIV/ AIDS or Cancer. It is 
noted that none of the claims are directed to HIV/AIDS or Cancer diagnosis, treatment or 
prevention and that a cursory review of the specification does not show more than a general 
reference to any of these conditions or diseases, their diagnosis, treatment or prevention. The 
reasons for according special status oix this basis aj. e insuiHcieut to justify special status. 

Applicant also f=equests special status based on countering terrorism. That means the prevention 
or deterrence of terrorist acts (such as detecting explosives, security system disablement, etc.), 
not treatment of victims of terrorist attacks. Applicants claims and specification provide no 
guidance as to how such attacks could be deterred or prevented. 

Applicant has not satisfied the provisions set forth in M.P.E.P. 708.02, X or XI. Therefor the 
petition is DISMISSED . Any request for reconsideration of this decision must be made within 
TWO MONTHS of the mail date thereof and must point out the errors thereof or provide 
adequate support for the special status claims made. 

The application will be acted on in turn. 

Should there be any questions with regard to this letter please contact William R. Dixon, Jr. by 
letter addressed to the Director, Technology Center 1600, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
—22513^^1450 ^ UJi by ldkvi}hvji^ 'st6'fi=2^2-<^^ general 
facsimile number 703-872-9306. 




William R. DiTton, Jr. 
Special Program Examiner 
Technology Center 1600 
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